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FIREARMS — SEARCH AND SEIZURE POWERS — MINISTER FOR POLICE’S COMMENTS 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.20 pm]: I refer to 
the debate this morning in which a great deal was said about government dishonesty, lack of integrity, lack of 
accountability and generally low standards. One example of that, I have noticed, appears on page 21 of today’s 
The West Australian. It is a piece by Gareth Parker headed “Time to focus on the main game”. The piece makes 
mention of certain firearm search and seizure powers that have been announced by the current Minister for Police, 
Hon Michelle Roberts, claiming that work is underway on that, although there is no actual time frame for the 
completion of the drafting of legislation and the like. According to the article, the minister said on radio 6PR — 

“I note this is something considered by the Law Reform Commission in its discussion paper which was 
tabled in November last year but had been ready to be tabled for about a year. 

“I expect it sat on the desk of Michael Mischin, the (former) attorney-general.” 

In fact, that is totally false. The draft terms of reference were forwarded to the Law Reform Commission on 
13 December 2013. I think Hon Rick Mazza was part of the debate that resulted in that, because there was a dispute 
about firearms licensing fees and all the rest of it. The final terms of reference were forwarded to the Law Reform 
Commission on 24 February 2014 as a result of discussion between the Law Reform Commission and my office 
about crafting appropriate terms of reference. The Law Reform Commission commenced its consultations on 
30 June 2014 with a view to identifying the issue and compiling a discussion paper. On 21 October 2014, in the 
context, I think, of consideration of some other regulations and fee rises under the Firearms Act 1973, I told the 
Council that the government accepted that the act needed review and that it was underway. 

The Law Reform Commission published its discussion paper on 30 October 2015, asking for submissions by 
1 February 2016. It received an unprecedented number of submissions—some 1 244, thought to be more than for 
any other review it has done. It prepared its report, which was dated October 2016 and was formally sent to me 
under cover of a letter dated 25 November 2016. I received that letter on 28 November 2016, but I had already 
tabled the report on 22 November 2016. That was because I had found out about it earlier, and did not await its 
formal transmission to me but, anxious to ensure that that report that had been long awaited was before the public 
and before this Parliament before it rose on 22 November last year, in order that it could be properly considered, 
and before Parliament was prorogued in advance of the state election earlier this year, I tabled it on 22 November. 

It was not the discussion paper, as the minister claims, it was the final report, and it was tabled in November last 
year. It had not been “ready to be tabled” for a year. It was received by me only formally on 28 November—
informally before that—and it was tabled less than a month after it had been finished. That was an utterly false 
claim on the part of the minister. That is an example of the lies that are told by this government. In any event, the 
preparation of legislation was not up to me. The preparation of legislation would be done after consultation by the 
then Minister for Police, Hon Liza Harvey, with her department and others taking advice and crafting legislation, 
and that would take some time and obviously was not completed before the election. It is now the responsibility, 
presumably, of the current Minister for Police, who so glibly says that this paper was ready to be tabled for a year 
and sat on my desk—an utter falsehood, and one that she is prepared to say publicly to score points. It is another 
reflection on the lack of integrity of this government, its low standards and its preparedness to say anything to 
score a point. 
This morning we had a debate on the subject, and in the course of debate I made certain comments to which, 
apparently, Hon Sue Ellery took offence. I apologise to the house for any upset that I may have caused, wholly 
inadvertently, in the course of debate. I apologised to Hon Sue Ellery as soon as I could speak to her afterwards. 
My honour, my integrity and my standards, I feel, are intact. I understand it did not stop her from going on the 
radio this afternoon and making a big deal of the whole issue and being interviewed, but I have a better 
understanding now of her standards, her honour and her integrity. I invite members of the government in this place 
to advise Hon Michelle Roberts of the inaccuracy of her comments on radio, and invite her to satisfy this place 
and the public of Western Australia of her honour, integrity and standards by making a correction to the falsehoods 
that she said yesterday. 
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